
FAITHFUL STEWARDSHIP of 

all our time, talents and 

treasures — recognizing that 

all we have and are is a gift 

from God and we should 

honor those gifts. 

BEING CHRIST IN THE 

WORLD — it’s not enough to 

say we believe in Christ and 

are Christian — we have to 

act like Christ in the world, 

among our friends and fami-

ly. 

Resolutions are easy to 

break, difficult to keep but if 

we do keep them — what a 

difference not only in our 

own lives but in the lives of 

others. Are we up to the 

challenge? 

 

A new year is upon us and 

many decide to make new 

year’s resolutions and many 

of us break a large majority 

of them before a week has 

passed. 

As I was pondering what 

new year’s resolutions I 

would make and break 

(change my eating habits, 

drink more water and other 

such things), I also thought 

of those that I could keep — 

it would require some work, 

but I could keep them. So 

here’s my list (recognizing 

that some of these are al-

ready on my daily list of 

things I do): 

Pray — for loved ones; for 

the church; the situation in 

our world, in our country 

and in our community; for 

people I don’t like very well. 

Practice good stewardship — 

of my resources; of my 

time; of the gifts I’ve been 

given. 

Recognize — the gifts 

I’ve been given and 

have a willingness to 

share them; that oth-

ers aren’t in the same place 

I am, that my priorities 

aren’t theirs. 

Patience — I can be snarky 

when things aren’t done as 

quickly as I would like or 

when others don’t do what 

they say they would do — 

and the prayer, “God, grant 

me patience NOW,” isn’t a 

good one. 

What do you think our reso-

lutions should be for our 

congregation?  

ACTIVE PARTICIPATION not 

only in Sunday worship but 

also in Christian education, 

projects sponsored by vari-

ous committees, serving as 

an elder, deacon or commit-

tee member. 

Six members of Faith 

were present at the In-

terfaith Prayer Vigil for 

Aleppo, Syria on Sun-

day, December 18. Ju-

dy Bell, Sharon Noon, 

Marilyn Schiesser, Oliv-

ia Polacek and Tom and 

Deb Bergeson-Graham 

were in attendance. 

The vigil included mem-

bers of the Islamic, 

Sihk, Jewish, Roman 

Catholic, and Protestant 

faith traditions.  

We heard from a former 

refugee who escaped 

after being tortured and 

we learned about a 

medical group assisting 

the over 2.7 million 

who are injured. 

Please pray and write 

your legislators to end 

this genocide. 

From Deb’s Desk 

Faith Represented at Interfaith Prayer Vigil 
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A Word from Worship—January 2017 
                          Brandon Ward 

 

Happy New Year from the Worship & Spiritual Nurture Com-

mittee! We’ll be starting off the year with an Epiphany service 

held a little early on January 1st. This day celebrates the reve-

lation of God in his son as human in Jesus Christ. It’s also re-

ferred to as “Three Kings Day” which commemorates the visit 

of the magi to the Christ child and thus Jesus’ physical mani-

festation to the non-Jewish people.  

 
On Saturday, January 7th the Worship Committee in-

vites you to our annual “Un-hanging of the Greens” at 

10:00am in the sanctuary. Many hands make light 

work and although we no longer have an official 

“Hanging of the Greens” because our sanctuary deco-

rations are displayed little by little throughout Advent, 

we do take the majority of the deco-

rations down in one day. Please come and assist us if you are 

able. 

 
We will be celebrating the Baptism of the Lord on Sunday, 

January 8th. This is the day when we are reminded of the sig-

nificance of Baptism for the forgiveness of our sins and com-

memorates the first Biblical emphasis of the triune God. We at 

Faith will celebrate through a renewal of our Baptism.  

 

The work of the Worship & Spiritual Nurture Committee 

can be both challenging and fun. Deb and the committee 

work to keep worship fresh with the focus of always giving 

glory to God. We would love to have more members serve 

with us on this important committee. If you have ideas for worship and would 

love to find new ways to grow in your faith please consider joining the Wor-

ship & Spiritual Nurture Committee in 2017.  
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Mission & Outreach Committee Update 

                          Judy Bell 

P a g e  3   

The Fall season is a busy 

time for the committee.  

Early August, we are a 

sponsor and participate 

in the police department 

Franklin Night Out.  We 

have a chance to meet 

people in the community 

and make them aware of 

our church on Rawson 

Avenue. 

The church garden was 

still producing so we had 

fresh vegetables for our 

clients who come to our 

Food Cupboard.  Zaycon 

Fresh gives us meat at 

least once every month 

for our clients.  (The 

meat is given to us for 

about 45 minutes of use 

of our parking lot for 

their clients to pick up 

their meat orders. Some 

months we receive $50 

for our food cupboard.)  

We have received food 

donations from Ben 

Franklin School, the Big 

Cedar Blue Grass Con-

cert and our generous 

people from Faith. 

In October, on our Faith- 

In-Action Sunday our 

folks cleaned four yards 

for elderly people served 

by SW Interfaith.  This is 

a fun time to meet new 

people in our community 

and learn about their 

lives past and present.  

The people report to SW 

Interfaith how grateful 

they are to have our 

group come since we 

have people with so 

many skills doing many 

jobs for them in the 1.5 

hours.  

We sent $150 to Presby-

terian Disaster Agency 

for helping to rebuild 

Haiti after the hurricane. 

Thanks to you we had a 

great collections of 

school supplies to deliver 

to Pleasant View School 

before school started.  

Thanks again to you for 

the many lovely toys de-

livered this month to 

Christ Presbyterian 

Church Toy Store. 

The “Jam Sale for Mis-

sion” was a huge suc-

cess.  Thank you.  We 

have around $650 to 

send to our mission 

worker, Nadia Ayoub, in 

Ukraine for work with 

the Roma children.  Our 

committee thanks John 

Miles from Kenosha, 

First Presbyterian 

Church for sharing their 

project and giving all the 

income to us to use for 

mission. 

Two of the Presbyterian 

Offering, Pentecost and 

Peacemaking and Global 

Witness, have a portion 

of the funds collected to 

stay with the church for 

the designated purpose 

of use for our work.  

This year we selected to 

send money for winter 

coats for Native Ameri-

can children at Bedaka 

Presbyterian Church in 

North Dakota and to 

Pleasant View School for 

their fund to support the 

families in need over the 

Christmas break. 

Thank you for your sup-

port for mission.   

“The mission 

and outreach 

committee 

thanks you 

for your 

support 

throughout 

the year.” 
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Moses — A Reluctant Leader 
Nominating Committee 

 We need men and women to help be leaders. We think of Moses as an 

example of a great leader. Yet he was a very reluctant leader when God first 

spoke to him at the burning bush. Here he was, just minding his own busi-

ness, herding sheep, when God spoke to him. Notice that Moses was not 

looking for God, but God was looking for Moses. I suspect that God is, and 

has been, looking for us long before we think to look for God. 

 God told Moses, “I have picked you to lead my people out of Egypt.” 

Like most of us would do when confronted with such a task, Moses immedi-

ately questions his credentials. 

 “Why me? Who, little ol’ me? I’m nobody.” 

 God replies, “Of course you’re a nobody. It’s not you, it’s Me! I am 

with you now and will be with you always.” 

 “How do I explain who you are, to give me a calling?” 

 God replies, “I am who I am. You know me. They know me. They 

know I call people.” 

 “What if they don’t believe me?” 

 God replies, I will equip you to do the tasks required. Things will get 

done. They’ll believe your actions.” 

 “I’m not good at public speaking.” 

 God replies, “Who made humanity?” In all shapes, sizes and abilities? 

And who made your mouth? I will be there to teach you what to say.” 

 “I’m afraid. Pick someone else.” 

 God replies, “You are not alone in this. I am with you. Others around 

you are with you, like your brother, Aaron. He will be very happy for you, 

and will help you. I am with all of you.” 

 After Moses finally said yes, God gave him one last comment to help 

encourage him, “No one from you past can affect you now.” 

 Moses’ story in Exodus should give people with similar self-doubts 

great hope, for it traces his personal development from this fumbling start. 

Even a great leader like Moses had a very reluctant beginning. We need 

more people like him at Faith, more men and women, reluctant but trusting 

God to take the lead. If Moses were alive today, who would he look like at 

Faith? Would he be the person sitting next to you who doesn’t appear to 

have a “leadership bone” in her body? In fact, could it be you? Remember, 

through it all, God is always with us.” 

V o i c e s  o f  F a i t h  



God, help us to hear your voice 

through the babble of this busy world 

where words are used to confuse, 

distract, 

manipulate, 

sell illusion, 

buy power; 

help us to be still and receptive to your healing, 

encouraging, 

inspiring, 

enduring, 

life-giving Word. 

3800 West Rawson Avenue 

Franklin, WI 53132 

Phone: 414-421-3860 

Email: faithfpc@gmail.com 

 

Faith Presbyterian Church 

God Help Us to Hear 
Neil Paynter, The Still Small Voice 

We’re on the web: 

www.franklinfpc.org 


